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Letter from the President 
By: Peter Downey  

 
Hello friends. 

 

Well, here we are again 

another Holiday Season 

upon us. 

We enjoyed a good year 

with a number of car shows and Club events, which all 

had a great turnout. The tour organized by Larry and 

Barb and Roger and Dreena, was the highlight event of 

the driving season. We toured the back roads of 

Niagara, following very precise directions by the tour 

masters, and nobody got lost!  

Our Christmas Dinner was back at King’s Forest Golf 

Club, and we enjoyed good friendship and good food. 

Many thanks go to Susan Lusted for putting together 

the dinner confirming the venue and providing the slide 

show showing highlights of the past year in pictures on 

the big screen. 

Congratulations to Barb Gibson the 2023 recipient of 

the Silcox Family Award, and to Bob Barrick, the 

inaugural recipient of the Roland Lusted Award. 

We raised over $200 to donate to Foodshare which will 

go a long way to providing much needed food to those 

less fortunate. The Penny sale and silent auction saw 

many excellent items donated, and some fierce bidding 

right up to the final second. 

Next up is the Potluck and card party on January 21st  

in Grimsby. 

Hopefully you all will be spending some time with family 

and friends celebrating over the Holidays, sharing a 

meal and laughter, continuing your Christmas traditions 

or making new ones. Maybe making some New Years 

resolutions for 2024. Whatever it is I hope you enjoy it 

all. Most of all stay healthy and safe! 

 

From our home to yours. Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah and a Happy New year 

 

Peter Downey, President 

 

Social Media: Susan Lusted  

I was pleased to note that the most recent issue 

of Turning Wheels had an article on what our 

chapter did on International Drive your 

Studebaker Day at the site of the 

Commemorative Plaque with the Keith 

neighbourhood hub.   

Social media for our chapter is our website, and 

our Facebook page. Our website is up to date. 

We do maintain a very active Facebook page. It 

has lots of visits as monitored each week.  

Our website page is located at 
www.thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca. It does contain 
pictures of members’ cars. If yours is not there, 
please submit a picture in jpg format and we will 

display it.  

Vice President & Membership  
Steve Porter 

 
Membership to the 
SDC is a 
requirement for 
membership to our 
chapter.  
 
Currently, we have 
66 paid and 
honorary members 
with only one 

outstanding unpaid membership.  
 
For membership only, it is $12 in US funds. This 
is membership only and no magazine.  
 
Applications for both our chapter and the 
Studebaker Drivers Club can be found at this 
link for both the SDC and Hamilton Chapter 
membership.  
Membership Information 
(thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca)  
 
 
Hamilton SDC membership link:  
Www.thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca  

http://www.thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca
http://www.thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca/Membership.htm
http://www.thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca/Membership.htm
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The Award winning Hamilton Chapter SDC 
newsletter, “The Bullet-Tin”, is published bi-
monthly to inform and serve its members.  
Permission is given to reprint articles from this 
newsletter as long as credit is given to the author 
and  the Bullet Tin.  

 
Deadlines for Submissions    Dec. 31st, 2023 
Newsletter to be emailed      Jan. 19th, 2024   
 
Note:  
When submitting an article, please use Word or RTF. 
Pictures should be in either Pdf or JPEG format.  

   

Treasurer’s Report  Sue Lusted 
 

In this Issue  

• Cover Photo the Barrick Grandchildren in 
the Wagonaire  

• Pg. 2 President’s & Membership 
message  

• Pg. 3 Newsletter deadlines  

• Pg. 3 Treasurer’s Update, membership 
dues  

• Pg. 4 Celebrations, George Christie’s non 
trip to Manitowac  

• Pg. 5 IDYSD  

• Pg. 6 Cruising, Awards & Blind Auction 

• Pg. 7 Ruthven   

• Pg. 8 & 9 Larkette  

• Pg. 10 to 13 Our Christmas Party 

•  Pg. 15 & 16 International Meet Forms  

• Pg. 16 & 17 Hamilton & SDC contacts 

•  

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE 

DUE!!!  

Our membership dues are 

due as of Jan,. 1, 2024. At the 

November meeting, it was 

proposed that the annual 

dues be raised from $20 to $25 per year. This was 

decided after a financial review presented by 

treasurer Sue Lusted outlining that we did not have 

sufficient funds in reserve for one year’s operating 

expenses. If you pay your dues before Jan. 1, 2024, 

they are $20.  
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Birthdays:  

November  

Nov. 4  Thelma Chapman 

Nov.11 Carmen Dannunzio 

Nov. 14 Denise Stowell 

Nov. 14 Harrold Ferrier  

Nov.18 Christina Worron 

Nov. 20 Dennis Kennedy 

                     December      

Dec. 7 Lorraine Cronkwright 

Dec. 21 Laura Newell 

Dec. 22 Stu Chapman 

Anniversaries  

Nov. 6  Margaret & John Ernst 

Nov.14 Denise & Bob Stowell 

Dec. 7 Christina & Peter Worron 

Trip to Manitowoc that did not happen.  

I was a nice day as my son in law Steve Perry 

and I left Collingwood heading over to 

Craighurst, just a few miles away to meet Dave 

Warren for breakfast. We were sitting in the 

restaurant when the man from the table next to 

us said “did you see that trailer just back into 

your blue Studebaker?” With my back to the 

window I did not see it happen. The truck driver 

with a long farm type trailer apparently did not 

know he had hit the car as he drove away. The 

men at the table next to us knew the driver and 

called him on his cell phone. The driver returned 

to the site. Arrangements were made after he 

talked 

with his 

boss and 

he left the 

scene 

and I had 

all the 

info 

necessary to get the car repaired at their 

expense. 

On the road again as we headed toward Sault 

Ste Marie for our hotel. Dave was in the lead as 

we headed north on the 400 highway. It was 

near MacTier when my car started to sputter and 

not act normally. We caught up to Dave and 

veered off the road into MacTier. A snowmobile 

and boat dealership was there & I hoped their 

mechanics might take a look at the car. NO 

WAY would even come out to look. Dave knew 

more about the car that I did & since it started 

we drove off to the next snowmobile dealer & he 

was even less interested, but did give me a 

shove to push start the car. It did run, but not 

well, so headed into Port Carling and a garage. 

They were busy & not interested in my problem. 

Dave tried a few more tricks on the car, but 

eventually we all agreed that my trip to 

Manitowoc was not going to happen. Fortunately 

my membership in CAA paid off & we road back 

to a garage in Collingwood, at their courtesy. 

I Never leave home in an old car without being a 

member of CAA). t turned out to be the Voltage 

Regulator that was causing the problem. Installed 

with a new one, the car is currently running 

smoothly. However this is the second one in the 

past 6 months, so I am wondering if the one was 

faulty or what is causing them to need replacing. 

Dave did make to Manitowoc after staying 

overnight in Sault Ste Marie. 

There is more to the story yet to be determined as 

if & when the fender repair is actually achieved. 

But that is another story. 

George Christie 
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Hamilton Chapter SDC Celebrates International Drive Your Studebaker Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 2, our chapter visited the site to the Hamilton Studebaker factory to revisit the 

commemorative plaque which was dedicated in 2016 by Roland Lusted who was then our 

president and the driving force behind having the plaque installed at this site. We had 14 cars 

turn out to celebrate the day with the Keith Neighbourhood Hub’s annual BBQ. It was good to 

be out with the cars that day. There were lots to eat, hamburgers, hot dogs, and corn on the 

cob.  

We were able to 

rededicate the 

plaque which is 

pictured here 

as it had been 

vandalized 

and had to be 

replaced. 

There was 

music, penny 

sale items and lots of good food. The cars were quite 

the attraction with the neighbourhood residents.  

The park is well used by the neighbourhood children and the residents. The site of the former 

factory is now a business park and features a street named Studebaker Way.  

Submitted By: Susan Lusted, Hamilton Chapter  

Barb 

& 
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Peter Downey as auctioneer at 

our Blind Auction in October  

Steve Porter  and Sue Lusted 

with her First Place 

Newsletter Award  

Dennis Kennedy with his first 

place trophy at Manitowac.  

 
Three of our members’ Studies at Manitowac  
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Ruthven 2023 turned out to be a 
very sunny day but quite cold. 
Here are some pictures of        
Studebakers that were present. 
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“WOW, A LARKETTE, JUST WHAT I WANTED 

FOR CHRISTMAS”! 

 

 

 

WHAT’S A LARKETTE? 

 
You are probably asking yourself “what is a Larkette”.  No, it isn’t a pedal car like most 
would think in looking at it in the photo above.  It is actually a miniature Lark for children 
(and some adults) to enjoy just like Mom or Dad’s full size Lark. 
 
The Larkette, was often used by Studebaker dealers as a promotional device in the ear-
ly 1960's.  Some were given away as a promotion to come into the dealerships and 
take a new Lark for a demonstration ride and also register for the Larkette give away.  
Some ads even stated you didn’t have to buy anything, just take a demonstration ride 
and you could enter to win.  I found one ad that called it Larkette “Midget Car”.  I don’t 
believe that would be acceptable in this day to advertise this way, but this was back in 
the 
1960's.  Things are different today.   
 
For more information on the Larkette, see page 9 in this newsletter. 

1 
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 THE LARKETTE 

by Diane Crooks 

 

 In 1959 Sam Schpok of Dowagiac, Michigan wrote to the Studebaker-Packard 
Corp with the hopes of producing a miniaturized Lark and Mercedes-Benz covertible for 
children to enjoy. He got his answer some six months later and within weeks, the 
Larkette was born. You could buy a plain Jane ($236) or deluxe model ($330) with a 
gasoline engine or electric powered.  The body was fiberglass and it reached speeds of 
up to 25 mph. Schpok and his company, Master Enterprises, Inc in Eau Claire, Michigan 
manufactured about 1,000 Larkettes. Before that his production workers built gas grills, 
electric starters for lawn mowers, and a children’s version of the Jeep, called the “Beep”.  

 These Larkettes were used as giveaways at dealerships to help drive car sales. It 
was a great way to get folks in the dealerships to see the new Larks. If they brought their 
kids in, of course they would make a big deal about wanting the Larkette so they would 
have a car just like Mom or Dads. 

 There is an original blue Larkette in the Studebaker National Musuem that Sam 
donated and was refurbished by Jim Geary some years go.   

 Of course you will find replica Larkettes out there for sale, but probably not to 
many of the originals available for sale. 

 

Overall length 66" - Width 24" - 
Height 20" - Weight 140 pounds - 
Engine 2 HP 4 cycle or electric - 
Speed 6-25 mph-Clutch centrifugal 
force (no reverse) - Tires 10" 
pneumatic - Body Fiberglass-Steel 
frame-Belt and chain drive-Two 
wheel brakes - colors available: 
red, white and blue. 
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 The Roland Lusted Award 

With the passing of our Treasurer 

and Past President Roly Lusted in 

April, our executive met to determine 

how best to honour him. The result 

was the Roland Lusted Award to be 

presented annually.  

It is awarded to a member who like 

Roly promoted a closer relationship 

among Studebaker & related 

automobile owners in the Hamilton 

area by providing assistance to 

Studebaker Drivers Club members. 

Encouraging the acquisition, 

preservation and maintenance of 

Studebaker vehicles.  

Members submitted their choice for 

this award to our executive.  

Longtime member Bob Barrick is the 

first recipient of this award. Just like 

Roly, he embodies the criteria set 

forth for the award.  

Susan Lusted, daughters Joanne 

Lusted and Carol Faulkner were 

present when President Peter 

Downey, and Vice President Stephen 

Porter presented the award to Bob 

Barrick. .  
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Hamilton SDC January Meeting  
 
21st, Grimsby, Hamilton Chapter to meet at 
the Livingston Activities Centre, 1 p.m. 
Address is 18 Livingston Ave, Grimsby. 
Bring indoor shoes to wear. Potluck at 4 
p.m. Cards and games at 2 p.m. Prizes for 
cards and for games. Contact: Susan 
Lusted, lin93@sympatico.ca or 905-945-
0027. Website: 
www.thehamiltonchaptersdc.ca.  

Badenoch 

May, 4th, Morriston, Ontario Chapter hosts 
its annual Badenoch Swap Meet 9 a.m.- 3 
p.m. at the Badenoch community Centre 
(Old School House) near Morriston, Ontar-
io. All Ontario Chapter, Hamilton Chapter, 
Canadian Avanti Owners along with all Stu-
debaker enthusiasts are welcome. Free 
Attendance. Bring your surplus Studebaker 
parts to sell or want lists. Drive your Stu-
debaker to this event. Contact: Paul Revell, 
905-584-7050. Email: 
paulrevell01@gmail.com. Website: 
www.ontariosdc.ca. Crossroads Zone.  

Northeast Zone Meet  

NEW YORK, August 15th - 17th, Sy-
racuse. Central New York SDC will 
host the second Northeast Zone 
meet held in NY State. The host ho-
tel is Sleep Inn & Suites Airport, 
6344 East Molloy Rd, East Syra-
cuse, 13057. Telephone 315-433-
8585. Mention 'SDC' for the conven-
tion rate of $129/night plus tax. 
Forms and details to follow! In the 
meantime, reach Connie/Vic Oliver 
(CNY president & VP). Email: 
cnyorphancars1@gmail.com. North-
east Zone. 

Hamilton SDC Christmas Party 2024  

 

Nov., 24th, 2024 Hamilton, the Hamilton 
Chapter will host its Christmas Party at 
the King’s Forest Golf & Country Club. 
Arrive at 1 p.m. Eat at 2 p.m. approxi-
mately. Full turkey dinner, cost TBD. Si-
lent Auction, Penny Sale. Join us for lots 
of fun, great food and camaraderie. Con-
tact: Peter Downey 905-869-2141, email: 
PresidentHamiltonsdc@gmail.com. Web-

http://www.ontariosdc.ca
mailto:cnyorphancars1@gmail.com
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Hamilton Chapter SDC Membership  
Annual Dues:  $25.00 Jan.-Dec. 

 
Membership in the HAMILTON CHAPTER  is open to 
 any person who supports the purpose of the Club and 
 is a member in good standing of the National Studebaker 
Drivers Club.  This membership includes six bi-monthly 
issues of the Bullet-Tin, the chapter newsletter. 
 
Send completed application and your check payable to    
Hamilton Chapter SDC  to: 
 
Steve Porter Membership Secretary 
430 Plains Rd. W. Burlington On. L7T 1G9  
Phone: 905-464-5726 Email: stephenjporter4@gmail.com  

Name __________________ Spouse __________ 
Address _________________________________ 
City ___________ Prov.____  Postal Code ___________ 
Phone  __________________________________ 
Email Address ____________________________ 
New ______ Renewal ______ Date _______ 
National S.D.C. Number __________ 
 
Please list your Studebakers below 
Year _____ Model __________ Body Type ______ 
Year _____ Model __________ Body Type ______ 
 
 

NATIONAL SDC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Fee:  $52 Payable in US Funds  

 
New memberships begin on the 1st of the month nearest 
date of receipt of your application and are for 12 months.  
This includes 12 monthly issues of Turning Wheels, the 
award winning National SDC magazine. 
 
Send completed application and your check or money order 
payable to SDC for $52.00 to (New Members 1st year only 
$46.00): 
 
The Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1715 
Maple Grove, MN 55311-6715 
(or 763-420-7829 for Visa or M/C) 
 
Name __________________ Spouse __________ 
Address _________________________________ 
City ___________ Prov ____  Postal Code ___________ 
Phone ____________ Birth date: _____________ 
New ______ Renewal ______ Date _______ 
 
Please list your Studebakers below 
Year _____ Model ______ Body Type ______ 
Year _____ Model ______ Body Type ______ 
 
Fee is $12 without the magazine subscription. This can be 
completed online also. www.studebakerdriversclub.com/
joinsdc.asp     

Hamilton Studebaker Drivers Club Contacts 2022  

Studebaker Drivers Club Contacts 
 
PRESIDENT:   Dennis Foust  143 Studebaker Rd., Spring Mills, PA 16875    studeguy54@gmail.com  
VICE PRESIDENT: Don Jones  PO Box 229, Concord, VA 24538   keydetsdj@aol.com  
SECRETARY: Cindy Foust 143 Studebaker Rd., Spring Mills, PA 16875  cid1966@verizon.net 
TREASURER: Jane Stinson 5800 Stanley Rd, Columbiaville, MI  48421  jestinson@aol.com 
CR ZONE DIRECTOR: Harvey Snitzer  2422 Cranbrook Rd., Canton, MI 48188      (734) 634-2285   hjs66@yahoo.com 
CR ZONE CO ORDINATOR: Dave Hamblin  6225 County Road 22, Mount Gilead, OH 43338 (419) 947-1360  
  daveh2949@centurylink.net  
ON. REGIONAL MANAGER:  Stephen Porter Steve Porter 430 Plains Rd. W. Burlington On. L7T 1G9 Phone: 905-464-5726 Email:  
  stephenjporter4@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT            Peter Downey 37 Matilda St. S. Dundas On. L9H 3C6   

    905-869– 2141    PresidentHamiltonSDC@gmail.com  

VICE PRESIDENT       Steve Porter 430 Plains Rd. W. Burlington On. L7T 1G9 Phone: 905-464-5726  
     Email:  stephenjporter4@gmail.com 
SECRETARY      Dennis Kennedy,  61 Cherry Ridge Blvd. Fenwick, ON Canada L0S 1C0 Phone #: 289-897-
    9486  Email: dkennedy@live.ca 
 
TREASURER:     Sue Lusted 201 Livingston Ave. Grimsby On. L3M 4X2 905-945-0027  
     Email: lin03@sympatico.ca 
 
NEWSLETTER / MEDIA       Susan Lusted 201 Livingston Ave. Grimsby L3M 4X2 Email: lin93@sympatico.ca  
 
MEMBERSHIP     Steve Porter 430 Plains Rd. W. Burlington On. L7T 1G9 Phone: 905-464-5726  
     Email:  stephenjporter4@gmail.com 

mailto:stephenjporter4@gmail.com
http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/joinsdc.asp
http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/joinsdc.asp
mailto:Email:%20%20
mailto:stephenjporter4@gmail.com
mailto:PresidentHamiltonSDC@gmail.com
mailto:PresidentHamiltonSDC@gmail.com
mailto:Email:%20%20
mailto:stephenjporter4@gmail.com
mailto:dkennedy@live.ca
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